
2026 Program
June 3–5, 2026

Vancouver Island Conference Centre
Nanaimo, B.C.

 
 

We acknowledge that Nanaimo is located on the traditional lands of the Snuneymuxw First Nation,  
and we are committed to fostering meaningful relationships with Indigenous communities.  
By recognizing and celebrating Snuneymuxw language, culture, and history, we honour the Snuneymuxw 
Nation’s stewardship and affirm our shared responsibility to work towards reconciliation. © C3 Alliance 2026
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Access the 10th Indigenous Resource Opportunities Conference 
on Slido by scanning the QR code.

Join ongoing panels, or switch between panels by selecting the 
panel name at the top of your screen. Submit your questions  
and vote for your favourites. Questions with the most likes have 
a higher chance of being answered!

Save the Date!

Vancouver Island Conference Centre | Nanaimo, B.C.

www.bciroc.ca

Celebrating success stories, discussing equitable access to jobs 
and training, and ensuring Indigenous Peoples gain long-term 
sustainable benefits from resource development projects. 

June 8 – 10, 2027

Proudly Hosted by

*All sessions will be held in the 
Mt Benson Ballroom unless 
specified.
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Newcastle  
Island Lobby

1.	 Dynamic Ocean Consulting Ltd.
2.	 Mosaic Forest Management
3.	 Western Forest Products Inc.
4.	 Northisle Copper and Gold Inc.
5.	 C3 Alliance
6.	 Clean Energy BC (CEBC)
7.	 Cedar Jewelry 
8.	 Pattison (The Wave, The Wolf and 

NanaimoNewsNow)
9.	 Haisla Dreams Creations
10.	 Canadian Operating Engineers Joint 

Apprenticeship  
and Training Council (COEJATC)

11.	 Canadian Pipeline Advisory Council 
(CPAC)

12.	 FCC Indigenous Financing
13.	 Uy’smemt
14.	 Art & Soul Craft
15.	 Kw’umut Lelum Foundation
16.	 Networking Space  

 
 

Newcastle Island Lobby  

17.	 British Columbia Institute of  
Technology (BCIT)

18.	 United Steelworkers
19.	 BC Timber Sales
20.	 RTC Rail Solutions
21.	 Barkley Project Group
22.	 Biomark/Merck Animal Health
23.	 BC First Nations Forestry Council
24.	 Fortis BC
25.	 Forsite Consultants Ltd.
26.	 BC Centre for Aquatic Health  

Sciences
27.	 Eagle Mapping Ltd.
28.	 TD Bank Group
29.	 BC Energy Regulator
30.	 Enviro-Ex Contracting Ltd.
31.	 Canada Cryogenetics Services Ltd.
32.	 DR Systems Inc.
33.	 United Association Local 170/  

Yellowknee Industrial Ltd.

34.	 Natural Resources Training Group
35.	 InWater Technologies Inc.
36.	 Biodiversity Pathways Ltd. 
37.	 BC Treaty Commission
38.	 Indigenous Marketing Solutions
39.	 BC Council of Forest Industries (COFI)
40.	 BC Salmon Farmers Association
41.	 Forest Practices Board
42.	 StoneCroft Engineering Ltd.
43.	 First Nations Financial Management 

Board
44.	 First Nations Bank of Canada
45.	 BC’s Office of the Human Rights  

Commissioner
46.	 WOLFTEK Industries Inc.
47.	 ASL Environmental Sciences Inc.
48.	 PR Aqua
49.	 Greencoast Power
50.	 3D Geomatics

Tradeshow​ Floor Map
10th Indigenous Resource Opportunities Conference  

10th Indigenous Resource Opportunities Conference Program 

Mt. Benson Ballroom AB:

Coffee Station
Mt. Benson 

Ballroom AB
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Thursday, June 4  
8:00 am Registration Opens| Sponsored by DP World

8:00 – 8:30 am Morning Nutrition Break & Networking | Sponsored by West Fraser

8:30 – 9:00 am

Conference Chair:

Speaker: 

Conference Opening 
Opening Prayer & Conference Blessing
Dallas Smith, President, Na̲nwak̲olas Council
Leonard Krog, Mayor, City of Nanaimo

9:00 – 9:25 am

Moderator: 

Building Momentum Together: Pathways to Economic Reconciliation
President Kerry Carlick, Tahltan Central Government
Nathan Cullen, Vice President, StrategyCorp

9:25 – 9:35 am Keynote Address

Kendra Johnston, Assistant Deputy Minister, Ministry of Mining and 
Critical Minerals, Government of B.C.

9:35 – 10:15 am 

Moderator:

Stewards First – How Critical Mineral Projects on Northern Vancouver 
Island Enable First Nations Leadership and Community Prosperity  

Sam Lee, President and CEO, Northisle Copper and Gold Inc. 
Kate Mueller, Vice President, Sustainability, Northisle Copper and Gold Inc.
Chief James Nelson, Quatsino First Nation 
Christy Smith, Senior Vice President, Indigenous Engagement and Human 
Environment. Falkirk Environmental Consultants

Wednesday, June 3 

10:00 am – 12:00 pm Workshop: Renewable Energy 101 (Ticketed) | Nanaimo River Room A

12:00 – 3:00 pm

Workshop: From Engagement to Enduring Partnership:  
Negotiating Agreements and Navigating Regulation in Resource 
Project Developments | Sponsored by Aird & Berlis LLP (Ticketed) | 
Nanaimo River Room B

3:00 pm Registration Opens | Sponsored by DP World 

4:00 – 7:30 pm 

Performance: 
Performance:   

Opening Reception | Sponsored by Innergex 
Dallas Smith, President, Na̲nwak̲olas Council
Qwam Qwum Stuwixulth School 
Leanor and Satia

4:30 – 5:00 pm
Keynote Address and Fireside Chat 
Honourable David Eby, Premier of British Columbia
Dallas Smith, President, Na̲nwak̲olas Council

ag
en
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*All sessions will be held in the Mt. Benson Ballroom CD unless specified.
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10:15 – 10:55 am Morning Nutrition Break & Networking | 
Sponsored by Engineers and Geoscientists BC

10:55 – 11:35 am 

Moderator: 

BC Collaborative Stewardship Framework
David de Wit, Owner, Flatrock Vantage 
Ryan McKay, TREP Lands & Resources Planner, Saulteau Nation Lands & 
Resource Dept.
Dr. David Schaepe, General Manager, S’ólh Temexw Stewardship Alliance / 
Director, Sto:lo Research & Resource Management Centre
Lisa Helmer, Executive Director, Collaborative Stewardship and Cumulative 
Effects Management Branch, Ministry of Water, Land and Resource 
Stewardship, Government of B.C.

11:35 – 11:55 am 

Moderator:

Fireside Chat
Robert Phillips, Political Executive, First Nations Summit
Dallas Smith, President, Na̲nwak̲olas Council

11:55 am – 1:25 pm Lunch Break| Sponsored by Motion Canada Inc.

1:25 – 1:40 pm Partnership Showcase
Evan Salter, CEO. Tano T’enneh General Partner Corporation

1:40 – 2:20 pm

Introduction: 

Speakers:

Moderator: 

Partnership Showcase - The Hope Truck 

Elizabeth Ross, Communications Advisor, Conuma Resources

Derek Funk, Indigenous Business Development Manager, Finning Canada 

Mayor Darryl Krakowka, District of Tumbler Ridge

Lisa Risvold, Vice President, Indigenous, Community and Stakeholder 
Affairs, Conuma Resources
Chief Roland Willson, West Moberly First Nations
Marilyn Nelson, Director of Communications & Indigenous Relations, 
West Moberly Industrial Metalwork

2:20 – 3:00 pm Tradeshow Networking Break

3:00 – 3:30 pm 

Moderator:

Energy Pathways Led by Indigenous Voices
Selena Basi, Vice President, Corporate Relations, Woodfibre LNG
Seraphine Lewis, Gender and Cultural Safety Trainer, Woodfibre LNG
Blake Mansbridge, Senior Manager, External Relations, Eagle Mountain – 
Woodfibre Gas Pipeline Project, FortisBC 
Nolan Rudkowsky, Indigenous Relations Coordinator, Woodfibre LNG 
Jeremy Thompson, President, Eagle Spirit Business Development

10th Indigenous Resource Opportunities Conference Program 

*All sessions will be held in the Mt. Benson Ballroom CD unless specified.
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3:30 – 4:20 pm 

Moderator: 

Seeing the Forest AND the Trees

Duane Crouse, Operations Manager, LBN Forestry

Mike Hykaway, Assistant Deputy Minister, Ministry of Forests, 
Government of B.C.

Jeff Mycock, Vice-President, Canadian Woodlands, West Fraser

Mike Beck, Operations Manager, Capacity Forest Management

4:20 – 4:50 pm

Moderator:

BC Call for Power Projects:  
Case Studies in Partnership and Project Delivery

Karina Andrus, Senior Manager, Environmental Permitting, Capstone 
Infrastructure Corporation

Erica Kabotoff, Mining and Regulatory Engagement Manager, Citxw 
Nlaka’pamux Assembly 
 
Chief Nicholas Peterson, Lower Nicola Indian Band

Emily Vakili, Vice President, Advisory Services, C3 Alliance

5:00 – 6:00 pm Tradeshow Networking Reception

6:00 – 8:00 pm Keynote Dinner (Ticketed) 

Bill Lomax,  President and CEO, First Nations Bank of Canada

Dinner Prayer & Cultural Performance

8:00 – 10:00 pm Rez Dog Walkers After Dark Reception  
Offsite at the Coast Bastion Hotel Ballroom

Friday, June 5

8:00am Registration Opens| Sponsored by DP World

8:00 - 8:30 am Morning Nutrition Break & Networking | Sponsored by BDC

8:30 – 8:40 am

Conference Chair: 

Conference Opening   

Dallas Smith, President, Na̲nwak̲olas Council

8:40 – 8:55 am Keynote Address

Honourable Sheila Malcolmson, Minister of Social Development and 
Poverty Reduction, Government of B.C.
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Conference Chair: 

Conference Opening   

Dallas Smith, President, Na̲nwak̲olas Council

8:40 – 8:55 am Keynote Address

Honourable Sheila Malcolmson, Minister of Social Development and 
Poverty Reduction, Government of B.C.

8:55 – 9:30 am

Moderator: 

Rising Tides Lift All Boats:  
Collaborative Economic Development in Nanaimo 
Donna Hais, Board Chair, Port of Nanaimo 
Douglas Smith, CEO, DP World 
Councillor Erralyn Thomas, Snuneymuxw First Nation & President, 
Petroglyph Development Group
MLA George Anderson, MLA for Nanaimo-Lantzville and Parliamentary 
Secretary for Transit

9:30 – 10:10 am

Moderator:

Powering BC’s Future: BC’s Evolving Energy Landscape | 
Sponsored by BC Hydro
Michelle Carr, Commissioner and CEO, BC Energy Regulator
Charlotte Mitha, President and CEO, BC Hydro
Tamlyn Botel, Senior Director, Regulatory Engagement and Social Impact, 
C3 Alliance

10:10 – 10:25 am Keynote Address 

n̓ aasquʔisʔatḥ Stephen Rayner, Interim Executive Director, Clean Energy BC

10:25 – 11:10 am Morning Nutrition Break & Networking | Sponsored by Scotiabank 

11:10 – 11:25 am Keynote Address 

Nalaine Morin, Senior Vice President, Environment and Social Affairs, 
Skeena Gold + Silver

11:25 – 11:55 am

Moderator:

Indigenous Centre for Aquatic Health Sciences 

Brian Kingzett, Executive Director, BC Salmon Farmers Association  
Linda Sams, Director, Centre for Aquatic Health Sciences 
Dr. Ahmed Siah, Managing Director, Centre of Aquatic Health Sciences 
Dallas Smith, President, Na̲nwak̲olas Council

11:55 am – 12:25 pm

Moderator:

Pathways to Prosperity: Indigenous Led Tourism and Shared Success

Chief Linda Innes, Gitxaała Nation 
Chief Chris Roberts, Wei Wai Kum First Nation 
Ian Simpson, CEO, Petroglyph Development Group 
Todd Corrigall, Senior Vice President, Central Strategies

12:25 – 12:45 pm Keynote Address  

Á’a:líya Warbus, MLA for Chilliwack-Cultus Lake & Official Opposition 
House Leader

12:45 – 1:00 pm Conference Closing

Dallas Smith, President, Na̲nwak̲olas Council

1:00 pm Lunch| Sponsored by Woodfibre LNG

2:00 pm Conference concludes 10th Indigenous Resource Opportunities Conference Program 



Thank you to our 2026 sponsors! 
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